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ABSTRACT OF THEOLOGY

[QUERY II. WHICH PRECEDES, REPENTANCE OR FAITH.
Another query which is often raised in connection with this subject is
Which precedes, repentance or faith ? The almost idle, and oftentimes silly
discussion of this question has grown out of a failure to recognize that faith
is a compound act, involving, as we have seen, “ belief of truth" and per.
sonal “ trust in Christ." When this is remembered it is plain that the first
element of faith, “belief of the truth,” must precede repentance. for
one who does not believe the truth as to sin will not repent. But the sec¬
ond element in faith, “personal trust” in Christ, must come after repen tance. For no one who does not repent will ever put personal trust in Christ
for salvation. It ought to be borne in mind always that the effort to separate
sharply between the various elements of the work of the Holy Spirit upon the
soul may easily involve one in error. As a ray of light may be refracted so
that its constituent elements can be noticed separately, so the phases of the
Spirit’s work upon the soul maybe held apart in the mind for special consid¬
eration. These are all, however, in a true sense, one work, and they cannot
be treated as if isolated, and independent one of another. They will not
admit of too close analysis.]

CHAPTER XVIII. JUSTIFICATION.
No doctrine of Scripture is more important than that of justK
fication. It involves the whole method of the salvation of sin¬
ners. It is vitally connected with all other fundamental doc¬
trines. A correct conception of it cannot exist when other
truths are ignored, or only partially received. The opinions held
upon this point control in great part the other theological views
of all Christian individuals and parties. The importance of a
correct knowledge of what God has taught on this subject cannot, therefore, be exaggerated.
An examination of the Scriptures will show that justification
is a judicial declarative act of God, by which, on account of the
meritorious work of Christ, imputed to a sinner, and received by
him through that faith which vitally unites him to his substitute

“ appreciable interval of time ” to come between them. If this were true, then one
could be a regenerated person without repentance or faith. For repentance and
faith are the elements of conversion. But one cannot be a saved person without
these. How then can one be regenerated, in point of time, before one has faith or
repentance? Can a regenerated person be an unsaved person ? The true idea seems
to be that regeneration has logical antecedence, but not chronological antecedence.
Logical antecedence does not necessarily involve chronological antecedence, as the
author seems to think. For example, logically the sun must exist before it can give
light. But chronologically the light may be synchronous with the existence of the
sun. So with regeneration and conversion. The state of certain souls in the exampies cited by the author does not seem to be a state of regeneration at all, but only
a state of conviction, which we have seen is a state always antecedent to regenera
tion in adults.

